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A atudy waa conductad to laarn mora about votara' uaa 
and parcaption of andoraamanta in tha 1984 praaidantial alaction. Six 
intarviawara wara trainad and than aaaignad to a random aampla of 
pracincts in Orlando, Florida, on tha day o£ tha 1984 praaidantial 
alaction. Each intarviawar atoppad avary third votar and aakad thoaa 
willing to cooparata 12 quaationa. Tha intarviawara approachad 562 
votara and complatad 426 intarviawa. Tha raaulta ahowad that (1) 
candidataa andoraad by tha local daily nawapapar ara mora likaly to 
win thair alactionf than ara thair unandorrad opponanta, (2) andoraad 
candidataa racaiva mora votaa than unandoraad candidataa from tha 
aama party, and (3) votara ara mora likaly to aupport ia>^uaa or 
rafaranda than candidatAa andoraad by thair local daily nawapapar. 
Thraa variablaa halpad pradict tha numbar of andoraad candidataa that 
raapondanta could ramaiiibart thair aax, aducation, and fraquancy of 
nawapapar raading. Endoraamanta aaamad moat likaly to halp votara who 
wara mala, middla agad, and fraquant nawapapar raadara. A total of 
24.3% raapondanta agraad that andoraamanta had halpad tham dacida who 
to vota for. (OF) 
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Exit Polls UymI Mor« 
About Votori*. Ui« Of Bndorsmeiiti 



A doM& r«Mareh«ri h«v« sevdUd n«wtf«p«r •ndoritMBti.and thoit •ffoeci in 
U.S. •Ueciona.' Many of thoi* r«March«Ti eoupArad eh* afidoriMMiiU poblltlMd by 
nmpap«rt with th« votoii cast in •lactions.* Baeauf* of tboir Mttaddolojflr* tho 
rotMrchort roportod corrolatlona rathor eh«ii caui«-«ad-^ff«et rolationthipft.' 
Ochar r««Mrch«rt h«v« eonductod phoa* intorviovt boforo aod aftor •locciou. 

To iMn Moro about votara* uaa and pareaptiona of andoraaaaata* tha authora 
of thia atudy conduetad axit polla on tha day, of tha 1984 praaidantlal alaetioa. 

Tha prayioua atudiaa gMfrally agraa that aB4oraaMata ara.aoat affactlva in 
local alactiooa» particularly (1) nonpartiaan alactiona and (2) alactiona vith 
larga nuabara of candidataa. For axanplat In 1964* Zllinoia votara aalaetad 
all 177 of thair atata rapraaantativaa in an at-larga alaction. , lighty-fiva 
parcant of tha atata'a Totara aarkad a atraight party tickat. favarthalaaa* 
candidataa andoraad by Chicago* a Fiald papara racaivad an avaraga of 24*341 
aora votaa than thair non->andoraad opponahta.^ ^ - 

MeOovall atndiad tha aodoraananta that IS daily nawapapara pnbliahad during 
tha lllinoia alaction and alao found that» **Thoaa nawapapara which cheaa to aaka 
apacific raconaMndatiena to thair I'aadara* particularly in tha Chicago aatropelitan 
araa* hdd a aignificant influanta on tha outcoaa...."^ 8iaila;rly» Katen found that 
all 40 lapublicaaa andoraad by aavaral nawapapara won* 'and that **...andoraaMnta ' 
by thaaaalvaa providad a winning aargin.**^ 
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Thlrty-thr«e Candida tt» antarad anothar unusual alactlon, a mayoral raca In 
Albuquarqua. Tha city' a two dally ntwapapara andoraad tha aaaa candldata, and Bain 
ateributad 5 to 7 parcantaga points "to tha adltorlal andoraamants."* 

Evan aore candldatas — 133 — antarad a Loa Angales alcctlon for a naw Jonloi 

« 

Collaga Board of Trustaaa. Muallar raportad that candldataa andoraad by tha Los 
Angalas Tinaa attractad an extra 24.000 votes, and that candldataa andoraad by tha 
smallar Harald-Exaalnar attracted an extra 9,000.^ 

Gragg found that andoraenenta are most affactl ¥ In local elections. Eighty- 
four percent of the local candldataa endorsed by 11 California dailias, won thair 
electiona, compared to 73. 8X of tha itate candidates and to 65X of the praaidantiml . 
candidates.^ Gregg alao noted three additional trends. First, endorsements for 
candidates from a normally rival party are especially p^rauasive. Second, ntweomars 
who are unfamiliar with local issues may be especially dependent upon tha andorsamants. 
Third, "Reader confidence in a newapaper is Important." 

McComba Interviewed 61 voters tha day after an election in Loa Angelaa and 
found that: "The last-minute deciders were the major factor in the outcome. It 
is among thia group that editorial endoraaments have the greatest opportunity to 
influence. "7 McCombs alao hypothaaiaad that newspaper endorsemanta are moat likaly 
to Influence Independent votera, voters in non-par tlaan electlona, and votara who 
receive little information or conflicting information from other aourcas. 

Other researchers have found that endoraemente affect soma voters in preaidantial 
electlona. However, their atudiea diaagrea about the number of votera affected In ^ 
thoae elections. 

After studying five recent presidential. electlona, Robinson concluded that she 
candidates endorsed by newspapers receive an extra 7X of the votea.® In a aaeond 
atudy, Robinaon found that they receive an extra 6X.^ Similarly, Padlet, Counta, 
and Staphena reported that all three candldatap in the 1980 preaidantial election — 
but eapaclally Carter and Anderson — received more votes cast in the cities with 
daily newspapers nhat andoraad their candidaciea.lO 
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On tU eth«r haod, Biird and 81ntl«tary Mid MidoritMBtt in th« 1980 altctlon 
t«i7«d f «iitr than IZ of tba vocta and mra uallkaly to Inf luanea tha outeoM of 
prasidaBtlal alactlona.^^ Hord and Slntlatary found no avldanea to aupport tha 
notion that andoraaM^to affaot aoM typaa of votara aora than othara. 

Oafka and Lauthold raportad Chat naU-adueatad votara ara aora llkaly to raad, 
raMabar, and ba Influanead by andoraaaanta. Gafka and Uuthold alao raportad that 
andoraad eaadldataa racalvad an avaraga of 2Z mov votaa, but that tha varUtloaa 
In dlffar^nt alactlona vara aobataacUl« Som andoraaaanta aaaaad to hava a 
nagatlva affact.^2 

Thna, thaaa and othar atudlaa ganarally aupport tha prlnclplaa that 
andora«Mnta ara aoat affactlvat 

*Zn local alactlona 

*In non-partlaan alactlona 

*Hhan tha eandl^ataa ara not wall known 

««han tha andoraaaanta ara publlahad aarly In a cai^ign 

AVhan an unuaoally larga nuabar of candldataa la on tha ballot 

*Whan tha andoraaMnta ara publlahad by a larga, praatlgloua dally 

«1lban votara caat thair ballota for laauaa or rafaranda rathar than 
for Indlvlduala 



•Whan votara ara poorly Inforaad about a raca, do not'hava aecaaa to 
othar aourcaa of laforMtlon, or raealva coafllctlnt Infonatlon 

FrapMAtary or dlaputad avldanea auggaata that andoraaMBt# for candldataa 
froa a rival party ara aapaclally affactlva. Alao. aoaa votara aay ba npra 

« 

auacaptlbla than othara. partlcuUrlyt (1) naweoaara. (2) Indapandanta. and 
(3) tha wall-adttcatad. 

Ho^atar, faw of tha pravAoua atudlaa hava aakad votara to daaerlba thalr 
pareaptlona of tha Uauaa. Moraoyar. nona of tha atudlaa hava eonaldarad tha 
poaalblllty that votara aay conault aawa atorlaa and adltorlala whlla praparlng 
a aaapla ballot, than aay carry that aaapla ballot into a voting booth. 
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Tb« latMt *r« IVkmIj to iat«ratt profatsionali «■ wall at aeadtBleluii. Tha 
noabar of daily navapapara raaainiiit uaeoaalttad durias praaidantlal alaetlona baa 
rlaaa ttam 22. 6Z la 1964 to 32.7X la 1984. Maay of tba aditora rauiaiag uaeoMlttad 
aacplaln tbat aadoraa^ata ara iaaffaetlva. Tbua. If aav atudlaa fiad that aadoratMata 
do iafluaaca TOtara* aora.of tba aditora aay bagia to publlah tba aadoraaaaata. 

Matbodelogy 

Tba autbora tralaad alx iatarviawara*, tbaa aaalgaad tba« to a raadoa aaapla 
of pradacta la Orlaado» Fla., on tba day of tba 1984 praaldaatial alactiea. Fiva 
of tba latarviawara vaaalnad la tba aaaa praeiacta all day. Tba aistb aarvad aa a 
aubatituta duriaf tbair luaeb boura.. ao all fiva praeiacta ma aaaaad all dmyt 
froB 7 a.m. uatll 7 p.a. 

Florida law probibita-aay typa of aolieitatioa vitbia 100 yarda of tba aatranea 
to any pollini plaea» aad ita baa iaeludaa tba gatbariag of opiaioaa. Aftar iaapactiag 
aacb polliag placa, tba autbora diacuaaad tba law vltb tba latarviawara* tbaa told 
tbaa to fiad tba baavUat flow of padaatriaa traffic Juat bayoad tbat 100-yard 
llait aad to iatarvAaw votara at tbat point. Tba autbora viaitad aacb intarviawar 
twica on Ilactloa Day to aoaitor tbair prograaa. 

Sath iatarviawar atoppad avary tbird votar. If a votar rafuaad to eooparata* 
tba iatarviawar racordad tba tlaa aad tba votar* a aaix and raca» tbaa iatarviawad 
tba aaxt tbird votar. 

Each raapoadant waa aakad 12 quaationa. Tba firat two quaatioaa aakad 
wbatbar tba raapoadaata bad carried a aaapla ballot or liat of caadidataa iato 
tba votiag bootba aad wbatbav tbay bad looked bick at any aaws atoriaa or 
aditortele wbile prepariag tbair liata. 

Otbar qaeetioaa aakad: (1) wbetber tba reepoadeata tbeugbt aawapapar andorae- 
aaata ware belpful* (2) i^tber tbe raapoadaata tbougbt eadoraeaeata ward aore 
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Ulpful in local or in n.tion.1 met. and (3) whether any ncvtpnp.r cndorttMnts 
had htlped tha raapondant. dadda who to vota for. Tha raapondanta alto wara wkad 
to llet individual candidate* ondoraad by Tha Orlando Santinal. 

Tha raMinint <lua.tion. aakad for infor^itlon pravioualy aaaocUtad with voting 
bahavlor: tha nuAcr of yaar. tha raapondanta had livad In tha araa; thalr oaa of 
Th, Orlando Santmal ; and thalr afta. aducatlon. and votar ragl.tratlon (Rapubllcan. 
Daaocrat. or Xndapandant). Intarvlawar. alao racordad aach raapondant U aaic and 
raca. aa wall aa uniollcltad co«»anta thay mada about tha laauaa. 

Thraa factora nada Orlando an Idaal city in which to conduct tha itudy. Flrat. 
OrUndo la rapratantatlva of tha avaraga A«arlcan city. A* a conaaquanca. Ifa 
of tan uaad for Mrkatlng raaaarch. Tha nu>bar of paraona living In tha nvartga 
houaahold ixi tha Unitad Stataa la 2.75; In Orlando, tha «varaga la 2.74. 81-lUrly. 
tha avaraga aga of paopla living in Orlando davUta. laaa than IX fro. tha U.S. 
proflla, and tha avaraga liicoM davlataa only 3X. 

Sacond, Th. Orlando Santinal provided a thorough coverage of every race, 
including an election guide publlahed the Sunday before the election. The Sentinel 
alao andoraed a candidate In «l«oat all the racaa. Aa a conaaquence. votera could 
refer back to the paper 'a neva atorlea while preparing a aa»pU ballot. But even 
Bore laportantly, votera alao could refer back to Ita andorae^nta. All the 
andoraaBanta ware republlahed on the aomlng of Election Day. ' 

Third, Th« Qrtando Santinal la tha only dally nawapapar In Orlando and la 
one of the beat pepera in Florida, and parhapa one of the beat. In tha tJnltad 
Stataa. In 1984. Tl.. «.8««iM rated Tha Sentinel "one of the batter nevapapara 
in the country." Similarly. Ad Week lleted it a«>ng three "coBara" in tha 

nawapapar Indue try. 

Finally, the authori forwxlated eight hypotheaea: 
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OMBi Th« candidattg •ndori*d by th« local dally m wof llkaly to win 

tbolr oUctlons than ara thalr unandoriad opponanta. 
not Votara ara nor* likaly to aupport local than atata or national 

candldataa aadoraad by thalr local dally. 
nam ladoraad candldataa will tacalva aora votaa than unandoraad 

candldataa fro« tha aaaa p^ty* 
lOCEt Votara ara nora llkaly to aupport laau«a or rafaranda than candldataa 

andoraad by thalr looal dally. 
TlVBi Votara who novad to tha county raeantly ara mt llkaly to caat 

thalr ballota for tha candldataa andoraad by thalr local dally. 
8Ut Votara who raad thalr local dally woat fraquantly ara aoat llkaly 

to caat thalr b«lloti for tha candldataa andoraad by that dally. 
8BVR;i Votara raglatarad aa Indapandanta ara mora llkaly to caat thalr 

ballota for cfndldataa ondoraad by thalr local daUy than ara Totara 

raglatarad aa Rapubllcana or Daaocrata. 
EICHTi Wall-aducatad votara ara nora llkaly to caat thalr ballota fot 

* 

candldataa andoraad by thalr local dally than ara poorly aducatad 
votara. . v 

Plndlnga 

SoM prallnlnary flndlnga hava alraady baan raportad.^^ Brlafly* tbo 
Intarvlawara atoppad 562 votara and conplatad 426 Intarvlawa (75. 6Z). Hlna 
pareanc of tha raapondanta aald andoraaMnta publlahad by Tha OrUndo SanilnaJ. 
wara "vary halpful," and 38X lald thay wara "aoMWhat halpful." About 17X aald 
thay war^ "not vary halpful." and 291 aald thoy wara "not halpful at all." Hv 
parcant did not know or did not raapond. 

■ « 
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R«spond«ntt vho said th« AndortAMntt v«r« not htlpful usually azplainad that 
thay "don't naad any halp,'* "uaa aiy own JudgMant," or 'Siould rathar uot ba told 
who to vota for.** Othara aaid thay daddad who to vota for bafora Tha Orlando 
iantlnal pulMahad ita aadoraaaanta. 

Savaral raapondanta addad that votara who daptnd upon tha aadla for advlea 
ara **ualnforaad»** "Ignorant,** or **aindlaaa.** Critics also inalatad that tha 
andoraananta ara avidanes of tha Mdla*a bias. Savaral callad tha andoraeaanta 
**tlantad,** **ona-aldad/' **prajudlead,'* or ''propaganda." 

Sixty-four par cant of tha raapondanta 'iiiho conaidarad tha andoraaaanta halpful 
addad that thay vara aora halpful in local than in national alaetiona. Only 14 .SZ 

* 

aaid tha andoraaaanta vara nora htlpful in national alaetiona. T«anty-ona parcant 
aaid tha andbraaaanta vara aqually halpful in all tha alaetiona* did not knov, or 
did not raapond. 

Whan aakad to list aoaa candidatra andoraad by Tha Orlando Santinal * 267 
raapondanta (62.8Z) vara unabla to naaa any. Roaavar* 16. 2X wars abla to nsaa 
ona candidata* 7.6Z naaad taoi 4.5Z naaad thraa» •3.2Z naaad 4* snd 3.4Z ncaad 
fiva or aora. Moraovar, 102 raapondanta (H.3Z) agraad with tha fctataaant thft 
nawapapara andoraaaants halpad thaa dacida who to vota for. That figura — 24.3Z — 
la considarably highar than raportad by any pxaviooa atudy. 

About 24Z.of tha raapondanta added that thay had praparad. • asapla ballot 
and carriad that atapla ballot into a voting booth. Moraovar* 50. 8Z of those 
raapondanta aaid thay had eonaulted Tha Orlando Sentinel* a naaa* atoriaa or 
editorials while preparing the ballot. 

The election reaulta.aeeu to aupport three of the first four hypothaass. 

Vetera in Orlando ware able to cast their ballota for 17 esndidates endorsed 

• ■ ■ • * • ' .■■ ■ ■ ' 

by The Orlando Sentinel : 6 local candldatea» 7 atate candidstes» and 2 national 

candidates. The candidates included 7 Republlcanat 7 Deaocrata* and 3 non-pactissns 

All three non-partiaana ware aeeking ji|dgeahipa; 2 of ,*:he 3* ran unoppoaed. 
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All 7 RcpublicAoa And 5 of th« 7 Draocratb •ndora«d by Th« Orland o Stntiifl 
won thalr •lactiont. Th« raiulti oupport tha lift hypoth«tit» iihlch itatat that 
tha candldataa andoraad by tha local d^lly ara mora likaly to win thalr alactiona 
than ara thalr unandoraad opponanta. 

Conaidaring only tha partlaan candldatao, lOOZ of tha local candldataa 
andoraad by Tha Orlando Santlnal won, coaparad with 60X of tha atata candldataa* 
and with lOOZ of tha national candldataa. .Tha local candldataa racalvad an avaraga 
of 63. 9X of tha votaa caat In thalr alactiona, coaparad with i»6.4X for tha atata 
candldataa, and with 59. 6Z for tha national. candldataa. 

Tha raa.ulta fall to conalatantly aupport tha aacond hypothaaie, which afataa 
that votart ara nora likaly to supl^ort local than atata or national candldataa 
andoraad by tlalr local daily. 

Aa pradictad, both tha andoraad Danocrata and tha andoraad Kapublieana racalvad 
largar parcantagaa of tha votaa than did thalr unandoraad collaaguaa. Savan Daoocrata 
andoraad by Tha Orlando Santinal racalvad an avaraga of 62Z of tha votaa caat In thalr 
alactiona, conparad with an avaraga of 40. 8Z racalvad by tha unandoraad DrMcrata. 
Siailarly, aavtn Rapubllcana andoraad by Tha Orlando Santinal racalvad an avaraga 
of 59.2Z of tha votaa caat in thalr alactiona, romparad with aa avaraga of 38Z 
racalvad by tha unandoraad Rapubllcana. 

Tha resulta aupport tha third hypothaala, which atataa that andoraad candldataa 
will rcicaiva nora votaa than unandoraad candldataa froa tha aama party. 

Tha Orlando Santinal alao andoraad 6 propoaad aaandnanta to tha Florida 
Conatitutlon. All alx amandaanta andoraad by Tha Orlando Cantinal won a aajorlty 
of tha hallott catt in Orlando. Tha Orlando Santinal oppoaad two othar aaandMnta. 
Ona of thoaa aaandaanta paaaad, and tha othar failad. Tha avaraga aaandaant andoraad 
by Tha Orlando Saittlnal racalvad 77. 4Z of tha votaa caat in Orlando. On« ^iuandoraad 
aaandaanf. racalvad 68. 7Z of tha votaa, and tha othar racalvad 28. 7Z. 

• J.0 • 
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Th« «v«r«s« CAiididAtt .tndortad by Th« Orlando S«ntin«l r«e«iv«d 60. 6Z of th« 
votst cast In Orlando, coaparad to tha 77.4:2 caat for tha avaraga aaandMnt andoraad 
by Tha Orland o Santinal . Tha raaultt lupport tha fourth hypothaala* which acatas 
that votara ara mora llkaly to aopport laauaa or rafaranda than candldataa 
andoraad by thalr local daily. 

Tha autbora parforaad aultlpla llnaar ragraaalon analyaaa to uatar«ina Which 
▼ariablaa halpad pradict: (1) tha andoraaaianta ' halpfulnaaa, and (2) tha mabar 
of andoraad candldataa that aach raapondant could raaaabar. Two varlablaa halpad 

^ Pi«dicL ihk «ndora«Mnta' naiptuinaaat tha raapondanta' (1) aga and (2) fraquancy 

of nawapapar' raading. Fiva variablaa failad to halp pradict tha andoraaaanta' 
halpfulnaaa: tha raapondanta' aax, raca, aducation, political party* and langth 
of raaidanca in tha araa. Similarly, thraa variable halpad pradict tha numbar 
of andoraad candldataa that raapondanta could ramnbart. thair (1) aax, (2) aducation, 
and (3) fraquancy of nawapapar raading. 

Thaaa findlnga conflict with aoma of our hyt.othaaaa and with aoma of tha. 
pravloua raaaarch. Thua« aoma obaarvationa about aach var labia may ba of 
Intaraat. 

Wa hypothaaisad th«.t votara who had racantly movad to Orlando and tharaf ora might 
ba unfamiliar with local iaauaa would find tha andoraamanta publiahad by Tha Orlando 
Santivjil moat halpful. Our findlnga raj act thia notion. Raaidanta who had livad 
in tha araa fawar than 6 yaarn wara not mora likaly to aay tha andoraamanta wara 
•*vary halpful" or "aomawhat halpful" (58. 8X tp 30.531). Raw raaidanta who connidarad 
tha andoraamanta halpful wara mora likaly than aattbllahad raaidanta to aay tha 
andoraamanta wara halpful in national rathar than In local alactiona. Twanty- 
•avan parcant of tha naw raaidanta conaidarad tha andoraamanta moat halpful in 
national alactiona, comparad to 14. OX (tf tha aatabliahad raaidanta (X^ •4.4, 

♦ 

J, p - .0*). 

ERJC 11 . 
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V« «l«o hypothttlcAd that tb« •ndoritBtnti w«re moit llktly to lnfltt«nc« 
««ll-«duc«t«d vottri. Out finding! «r« vlxtd. 

Wmu Mk»d if th« •ndora«liftnti htlptd th«a dtcldt who to vot« for in th« 
1984 tltction, 76. 8Z of th« colUgt gradu«t«» and 76.1Z of th« non-gr«dtt«tM 
Mid th«7 vtrtt not htlptd. SlaiiUrly« 57. 5Z of th« gr«du«t«a and 48. 4Z of th« 
non-gr«duat«t eonaidtrtd •ndoriemtnta, generally, me either 'Very helpful** or 
«e '*eoMVh«t helpful.** 

Deepite thoee ■iailaritiee, the college greduetee were mble to lint mof 
cendidatee endorsed by The Orlando Sentinel . Fifteen percent of the college 
graduatee lie ted three or sore endorsed candidatea* compared with 6.2Z of the 
non-college graduates (X^ • 16.1* p < .01). College graduates who read a ntwt- 
paper every day also listed more candidates than non-graduates who read a news- 
paper every day. Thirty percent of the college graduates who read a newspaper 
every day listed three o*..* more candidates, compared to 11.2Z of the non-graduates 
(X2 - 15.5, p < .01). 

We also hypothesized that the respondents* party affiliations might affect 
their use of newspaper endorsements.. Independent voters, who are not bound by 
any party loyalties, might be more likely to use newspaper endorsements. However, 
our findings fail to support either of those assumptions. The responses of 
independent voters were not significantly different from the responses of 
Republicans or Democrats. 

>s we hypothesised, however, the respondents who read a daily nswspfcper most 
frequently considsrsd ths sndorsements most hslpful. Thoss rsspondsnts alsp wsrs 

most llksly to rscall ths names of candidatss sqdorssd by The Orlando Sentinel. 

.■ ■ ■ 

When asksd to rats ths sndorsements on a scale of **1'* (very helpful) to **4** (not 
helpful at all), the mean for persons who rsad a papsr fswer than two tipes a week 
was 2.98, compared to 2.45 for person! who rsad a pspsr 2 or 3 times a week, and to 
2.64 for daily readers (P - 2.9, p - .04). Only 39. 6Z of the least frequent readers 
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conild«r«d the •ndorownti. "vtry htlpful" or "■oMwhat helpful," compared to 
53. 6X of the dally readera and to 64. 9X of the two- or three-tiiaea-a-week 
rendera (X^ - 8.6, p - .01). 

Dally readera alao were «ore likely to aay the endoraenenta helped then decide 
who to vote for In the 1984 electiona.- Almoec one-third of the dally readera a<»ii 
the endoraenenta helped then, conpared to 20. OX of thn two- or three-timea-«-waak 
readera, and to 18. 5X of the leaa frequent readera (X^ - 6.4, p - .04). Similarly, 
frequent readera were able to liat more endoraed candidatea. Eight «an percent of 
the daily readera liated three or more endoraed candidatea, compared to 3. OX of the 
two- or three-timea-a-week readera, and to 1.7X of the leaa frequent readera. 

Curioualy, leaa frequent readera who conaidered the endoraementa "very helpful** 
or "aomewhat helpful" were more likely to aay chat the endoraementa were helpful in 
national rather than local electiona. One-third of the leaa frequent readera aaid 
the endoraementa were helpful in national electiona, compared with 21X of the two- 
or three-timea-a-week readera, and with 12. 8X of the diily readera (X - 6.96, 
p - .03). 

We had not hypotheaiaed about the effecta of age. But the findinga indicate 
that middle-aged votera (35 to 54) reaponded differently from ypunger and older 
votera. Nearly one-third of the middle-aged voters aaid the endoraementa were 
helpful, compared to only 20. 6X of the yoUnger votera and to 22. 8Z of the older 
votera (x2 - 4.3, p - .04). Middle-aged votera alao were able to liat more endoraed 
candidatea than younger or older votera. The mean for middle-aged reapondenta waa 
.99, for younger reapondenta .44, and for older reapondenta .68 (F - 7.5, p < .001). 
Schef f e, teata indicate that each of thoae diiferencea ia aignificant. Furthermore, 
12. 8X of the middle-aged votera were able to liat four, or more endoraed candidatea, 
aa opposed to 2.8X of the younger votera, and to 4.4X of the older votera (x2 « 21.29, 
p " .02). 
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01d«r votttri contldart.d th« •tadorimntt Uait htlpful. On ths 4-polat seal** 
th« MM for oldtr vottrfi vas 2.89* for youngar votara 2.60» and for mlddla-agad 
votara 2.60 (F - 3.4, p - .04). Plailarly. 4l.aX of Cha oldar votara conaidarad 
cha andoraaaanta "not halpful at all,** conparad to 25. 2X of tha youngar ^'otara» 
and to 26.81 of tha ii:\ddla*«gad votara*. 

Va alao failad C^hypoChaalia that tha raapondanta* aax would affact thalr uaa 
of andoraaMiita. Howaw.r, van vara abla to llat a naan of .87 candidataa, vhlla 
man llatad .51 (t « 3.14, p < .01). About 14. 5X of tha van» hut only 7.5Z of 
tha wo«an, vara abla to liat thraa or nora candidataa andoraad by Tha Orlando 
Santlnal (X^ - U.5, p - .04). 

Dlacuaaion 

Tha raaulta ara pusaling. Dlffarant atudlaa, conductad at.diffarant tlaaa 
and In dlffarant citiaa* contlnua to obtain diffarunt raaulta. 

Moat atudlaa. Ilka thla ona, hava found that tha candidataa andoraad by 
navapapara racalva mora votaa than thair unci4Uoraad opponanta. But tha atudlaa 
hava not baan ab^a to agraa upon tha raaaona why thay racalva ttpra votaa, nor 
to agraa upon tha typaa of votara aoat likaly to ba Influancad by tha andoraaaanta. 

Ualng a naw ntthodology, thla atudy found that a aurprlalngly larga nuabar of 
raapondanta conaldar tha andoraaaanta halpful* particularly In local and In non- 
partlaan alactlona. About ona-third of tha raapondanta vara abla to naaa at 
laaat ona candldata andoraad by Tha Orlando Santlnal . and a aurprlalng 24. 3X 
agraad that tha andoraaaanta had halpad thaa dadda Who to vota for. 

Tha candidataa andoraad by navapapara aay vln thalr alactlona bacauaa 
•varyona — both tha aditora and tha vucara — agraa that thay ara tha baat 
candidataa, not bacauaa tha andoraaaanta publlahad by navai^para influanca 
tha votara. In that caaa, futura atudlaa alght foctia upon tha raaaona for 
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tht «pp«r«nt congru«fic« of ppinlonl* futurt itudlti also alght continue to 
•x4Md.n« votara* ua* of Mapla ballota, and thair apparant ralianca upon nawapapar 
atoriaa and adltoriala whlla praparlnt thuaa ballota* 

Vat othar data uncoTarad by thia atudy ravaalad that tha raapondanta* aax» 
aga* and raading babies nay ba ralatad'to thair uaa of. andoraananta — that tha 
andoraawmta do aaaa to influaoea aona typaa of votara aojra than othara. Thutt 
tha andoraaaanta aay hava aoaa lapact* but the full axtant of that iapfct* and 
all tha raaaona.for it».raBain a oyatary. 

SuoMry 

Tha authora aaaignad aix Intarviawara to a i*ando« aaapla of rha pracineta 
In Orlando* Fla.» on tha day of tha 1964 praaidantial .alaction. Tha intarviawara 
atoppad 362 votara and coiqplatad 426 intarviava. Forty-aavan patcant of tha 
raapondanta conaidarad andoraaaanta publiahad by Tha Orlando Santinal 'Vary** 

# 

or "aooMvhat" halpful. Mbraovar* 33Z vara abla to naaa at laaat 6na candidata 
andoraad by Tha Orlando Santinal . and 24. 3X agraad that nawapapar andoraaaanta 
halpad thaa dacida who to vota for^ 

Ml 7 Rapublicana* and 5 of tha 7 Daaoerati^ andoraad by Tha Orlando 
Santinal won thair alactiona* Both tha andoraad Daaoorata and tha andoraad 
Rapublicana racaivad mora votaa than thair unandoraad eollaagua*. Tha Orlando 
Santinal alao andoraad aix anandaanta to tha atata eonatitution* and all 6 
racaivad a aajorlty of tha votaa caat in Orlando. 

Tha andoraaaanta aaaaad aoat likaly to halp votara vho warat (1) aala* 
(2) aiddla-agad» and <3) fraquant naimpapar raadara. Tha votara' party 
afflliationa and tha nuabar of yaara thay livad, in Orlando aaaaad unralatad 
to thair uaa of andoraaaanta. Evidancf about tha ralationahip batwaan tha 
raapondanta' aducational lavala and thair uaa of tha andoraaaanta vaa aixad. 
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